
 
 

Rules on Open Burning and 
Burn Permits 

 
 The information contained in this 
brochure has been taken from the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Regulations Chapter 102:  OPEN BURNING 
which can be found on-line at: 
 www.maine.gov/informe/municipal/burn.htm 
 

 The following types of burning 
are permitted as long as you have a 
Burn Permit: 
 

 
 
 
1.  Recreational campfires kindled when the 
ground is not covered in snow. 
 
2.  Fires in conjunction with holiday and festive 
celebration as long as the materials conform to 
item 5. of this section below. 
 

3.  Burning of solid or liquid fuels and structures 
for the purpose of research or bona fide 
instruction and training of …volunteer 
firefighters… 
 
4.  Burning for agricultural purposes… 
 
5.  Out-of-door burning of wood wastes and 
painted* and unpainted wood from demolition in 
the open… 
 
6.  Open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood 
and tree cuttings… 
 
7.  Burning on site for the disposal of wood 
wastes and painted* and unpainted wood from 
construction and demolition debris… 
 
8.  Burning of vegetative growth for hazardous 
abatement purposes, such as, but not limited to, 
the burning of grass fields. 
 
9.  Burning for the containment or control of 
spills of gasoline, kerosene, heating oil or similar 
petroleum product. 
 
10.  The burning of wood wastes and painted* 
and unpainted wood from construction and 
demolition debris at solid waste facilities… 
 
11.  The burning of empty containers, including 
fiberboard boxes and paper bags, previously 
containing explosives and being disposed of in 
accordance with the provisions of Maine 
Revised Statutes Title 25, section 2472. 
 
12.  Explosives being disposed of under the 
direct supervision and control of the State Fire 
Marshal. 

  When burning painted wood, “a person 
engaged in any renovation, remodeling, 
maintenance or repair project involving 
lead-based paint …shall take 
reasonable precautions to prevent the 
release of lead into the environment, 
including the clean-up, removal, and 

appropriate disposal of all visible lead-
based paint debris generated by the 
project.” 

 

 The following types of burning 
are permitted without a Burn Permit 
as long as no nuisance is created: 
 
1.  Residential use of outdoor grills and 
fireplaces for recreational purposes such as 
preparing food. 
 

 
 
2.  Recreational campfires kindled when the 
ground is covered with snow or on frozen bodies 
of water. 
 
3.  Use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for 
recreational purposes such as preparing food at 
commercial campgrounds in organized towns … 
 
NOTE:  Paper or cardboard may be burned as 
kindling only in amounts necessary to ensure 
ignition of fires pursuant to the rules stated 
previously.. 
 

Burning of trash or non-wood materials is 
prohibited!  No burn-barrel burning. 

 

 

http://www.maine.gov/informe/municipal/burn.htm


 
 
 
 
 

Before you burn – 
 
 

 
Check the weather.  You can see if 
burning may be permissible at:   
  

 
 
 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/fire
danger/fire.shtml 
 

 
 
 

Burning is permissible in Bristol 
only on Class 1 or Class 2 days. 

 
1) Plan your burn 
2) Ensure you have enough adults 
    present to safely do the burn. 
3) Have the tools and water on-hand  
     before you begin the burn. 
4) Get your Burn Permit. 
5) Have a means of communication 
     ready in case the fire gets out of 
     control. 
 
Remember:  Permitted or not – The 
person who started the fire is 
responsible for any and all damage 
caused by that fire. 
 
Who to contact to get a Burn Permit: 
 
Please call before you go to the persons 
home to get your permit. 
 
Chief Paul Leeman Jr. Fire Warden 
592-5531 (C) 529-5627 (H) 
 
Asst Chief Tim Miller Deputy Warden 
557-3067 (C) 563-8830 (H) 
 
Asst Chief Neal Kimball Deputy Warden 
380-3472 (C) 529-2451 (H) 
 
Captain Bill Crider Deputy Warden 
380-4606 (C) 677-3715 (H) 
 
Captain Rusty Bryant Deputy Warden 
631-0028 (C) 563-1511 (H) 
 
Lt. Katie Corson Deputy Warden 
380-9238 (C) 
 
Paul Leeman III Deputy Warden 
380-3133 (C) 529-5306 (H) 

 
 
 
There is no cost for a locally issued burn 
permit.  If you choose, you may 
purchase a Burn Permit on-line at the 
address shown on the front of this 
pamphlet.  The cost is $7. 
 
Burn Permits issued locally are only 
good for the day on which they are 
issued.  You need a new permit for each 
day you burn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The town of Bristol follows the state of 
Maine laws pertaining to fireworks. Even 
though we have no fireworks ordinance, 
all fireworks should be avoided on Class 

3 and above fire danger days. 
 

Thank You 
 
 

Stay Safe! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/firedanger/fire.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/firedanger/fire.shtml

